CHAPTER XI
The Siege of Josephine and the Battle
of Rivoli .
ON the coast of Italy he found an ill clad army of
thirty thousand confronted by fifty thousand
of the foe encamped on impregnable heights.
And he said to his men with that voice that had so lately
trembled in Love's accents:
"Soldiers, you are half starved and half naked. The
government owes you much but can do nothing for you.
Your patience and courage are honorable but gain for
you neither advantage nor glory. I am about to lead you
into the most fertile valleys of the world. There you will
find flourishing cities and mighty kingdoms* There you
shall reap honor, riches, and glory. Soldiers of the Army
of Italy, will you lack heart?"
Then, in the morning mists, he hurled them against the
impregnable heights, routed the Austrians, and drove
them up the valley; struck the Sardinians to the north
and sent them, too, flying. The foe reformed, while he
was south, turned back the French; the news reached him,
and he came galloping through the night. Back again
went the Austrians.
There were many other such engagements. Many
strongholds and many of those rich cities fell. They
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